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about the effect that heavy foreign inunigration may have in Canada. 
She describes with much insight the problem of oriental immigration 
and she would say "go slow" in regard to immigration even from conti- 
nental Europe. The British and the American immigrants are the ones 
to seek. 

Miss Laut is too rapid, too full of enthusiasm, to be always accurate. 
She has written the book largely out of her own experiences and it shows 
no erudition. She has not thought out what the federation of Canada 
with Great Britain would mean. Canadians, she says, do not wish to 
go to Westminster "to legislate on a deceased wife's sister's bills and 
Welsh disestablishment." (p. 47) Of course they do not and no really 
imperial legislature would be charged with any other matters than those 
of common defense, and of foreign relations as linked with defense. One 
would like proof that an American weekly has a larger circulation in 
every city of Canada "than any daily in any city of Canada." (p. 78) 
It is simply not true. "Canada" says Miss Laut, "could not conceive 
of a man who had been a judge being nominated for the premiership" 
(p. 233) ; yet two judges. Sir Oliver Mowat and Sir John Thompson, 
left the bench and became prime ministers. In what province of Canada 
is there a law, as Miss Laut says, which makes the age of legal consent! 
to marriage twelve years? But even if she is a trifle cocksure and more 
than a trifle careless in statement and slangy in style Miss Laut has writ- 
ten a book which deserves to be widely read. 

Peace episodes on the Niagara. Other studies and reports. [Buffalo 
historical society publications, volume xviii, edited by Frank H. 
Severance.] (Buffalo: Buffalo historical society, 1914. 382 p. 
$3.50) 
How suddenly and rudely the outbreak of the great war in midsum- 
mer, 1914, disrupted the life of the civilized world is illustrated afresh 
by the volume under consideration. It had been intended, the editorial 
preface informs us, to include in the volume a carefully compiled record 
of the world-wide celebration of the centenary of peace between the two 
great English-speaking nations of the world, planned to be held at the 
close of 1914. When the time came, alas, both England and America 
were preoccupied with other and more urgent matters. Notwithstanding 
the fact that the celebration was not held, the editor has included in the 
volume a number of papers devoted to various peace episodes on the 
Niagara frontier; and this group, written by Mr. Severance, secretary 
of the society, comprises approximately the first half of the book. 

The initial paper in the group is a well-written and useful seventy- 
five page account of the peace conference held at Niagara Palls in 1914. 
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The author recognizes that his narrative, written in advance of the is- 
suance of official reports of the proceedings, is tentative only in char- 
acter. For the letters and other documents incorporated he was com- 
pelled to rely on contemporary sources of information. Those readers 
who, like the reviewer, find it exceedingly difficult to gain from' day-to- 
day newspaper and periodical discussions a correct and comprehensive 
conception of the course of the ever-unfolding drama of current history 
will be grateful to Mr. Severance for having taken the trouble to place at 
their disposal such a survey as this of a recent episode in our national 
life. 

There follow in due order shorter discussions of the Niagara peace 
conference of 1864; of Niagara's consecration to peace; of the Niagara 
peace mission of Ephraim Douglass in 1783 ; and of the peace centenary 
on the great lakes and the Niagara frontier. The first of these, drawn 
chiefly from contemporary newspapers, emphasizes anew the clarity of 
vision and the unyielding resolution displayed throughout the civil war 
by President Lincoln ; and with these qualities there is contracted the 
amiable imbecility of the officious editor of the New York Tribune, 
Horace Greeley. "Niagara's consecration to peace" tells the story of 
"Our Lady of Peace," the Catholic church on the Canadian bank of 
Niagara overlooking the great fall, which was thus named and conse- 
crated at the outbreak of the American civil war. The story of Eph- 
raim Douglass' peace mission of 1783 — futile like those of 1864 and 
1914 — is told with appropriate documentation. The last paper in the 
group was originally prepared and delivered as a lecture in the summer 
of 1913. All the articles are written in charming style and constitute 
worthy additions to the author's historical output. 

The remainder of the historical section of the volume is devoted to 
four more historical articles — two of them from the industrious pen of 
Mr. Severance. Both deal with the war of 1812, being entitled, re- 
spectively, "Notes on the literature of the war of 1812," and "The case 
of Brig. Gen. Alexander Smyth." A perusal of the latter study, pre- 
sented largely through Smyth's own letters and papers, should prove 
illuminating alike to advocates of pacifism and of preparedness in the 
year 1916. 

Of the remaining historical articles in the volume, one, contributed by 
Joseph Elkinton, treats of the "Quaker mission among the Indians of 
New York state ; ' ' the other presents a translation of Le pou.r ct le contre, 
a rare book published at Basle in 1803, and designed to give advice, par- 
ticularly concerning western New York, to prospective emigrants to 
America. An appendix contains the usual reports and "Proceedings" 
of the society. 
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The reviewer feels disposed, before concluding, to utter a few words 
of commendation of the work of the Buffalo historical society. Begin- 
ning with the year 1879, eighteen volumes of Publications have now been 
issued, fourteen of these since 1902. They constitute, on the historical 
side, a worthy expression of the city which is the society's home. With- 
out being acquainted with the local situation the reviewer hazards the 
guess that credit for their publication and their character is chiefly due 
to the society's secretary and editor. That other American cities might 
possess such historical societies as Buffalo, and these in turn such secre- 
taries as Mr. Severance, were a consummation greatly to be desired. 

M. M. QuAiPE 



